 Tools for Song Leaders

· Sites for New Music 
www.disciplesmusic.com
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Learning Music

Freeware to Practice with…

http://datadragon.com/education/reading/
http://www.familygames.com/free/notecard.html
http://www.happynote.com/music/download.html
Great Book to Develop Hand Motions

By Brock McElerhan
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4 Part “History”
Soprano - 1730, from It. soprano "the treble in music," lit. "high," from sopra "above," from L. supra, fem. abl. sing. of super. 

Alto - 1784, from It., from L. altus "high," originally "man with an alto voice," though it is now more commonly applied to the lower range of women's voices (which is more strictly the contralto), an extension first recorded in 1881. 

Tenor - 13c., "general meaning, purpose, drift," from O.Fr. tenour "substance, sense," from L. tenorem (nom. tenor) "contents, course," originally "a holding on," from tenere "to hold." The sense in music is c.1388, because the sustained melody (canto fermo) was carried by the tenor's part. 

Bass - "low" (voice or instrument, ranging from the E flat below the bass stave to the F above it), c.1390, originally base, infl. by It. basso, from L.L. bassus "short, low," possibly from Oscan. Meaning "bass-viol" is from 1702; that of "double-bass" is from 1927.

The 7 Notes of Highly Successful Musicians

If you can learn the location of these 7 notes –A B C D E F G- you can learn to read any piece of music in due time. English has 26 letters to learn in different combinations and sounds. Music only has 7!

In almost all music you will see notes written on either the treble clef staff or the bass clef staff: 

Treble Clef Sign =  
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   It is basically a fancy, cursive medieval letter G.
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Bass Clef - 
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    It is basically a fancy, cursive medieval letter F.
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As the notes are written closer to the top of these clefs their pitch increases giving them a higher sound. Conversely, as notes are written closer to the bottom of the clefs the pitch decreases giving them a lower sound. The treble clef contains notes that are higher in pitch than the bass clef and the bass clef contains notes that are lower in pitch than the treble clef. For this reason for some instruments that have a wide range of notes. 4 part vocal music, and the piano in particular, you may see these two staves combined as follows: 
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These two staves together form THE GRAND STAFF. This is used in virtually all SATB (Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Bass) vocal music. This common combination of the TREBLE CLEF and BASS CLEF is simply a unified system dove-tailed together (in the middle) by MIDDLE C.
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There are only a couple more basic things you will need to know before you begin to attempt to read sheet music. First you need to know the names of the notes. Notes are named according to their pitch. In the key of C major (the scale which has only the white keys on the piano on it), the scale consists of 7 notes, in ascending order as: C D E F G A B (C) . 

If you go above the C at the top the cycle repeats: C D E F G A B C D E F G A B C D E F G A B C.

This is also true if you go below the low C in the scale. C B A G F E D C B A G F E D C B A G F E D C…

When you reach a note higher in pitch (or lower) with the same name as the one you started with, the higher note is said to be an OCTAVE from the one you started with. For example, C D E F G A B C, the second C is said to be an octave above the first C. 

OK! Ladies first: In the Treble Clef (G Clef), SOPRANO and ALTO, the notes that fall on the LINES in ascending order are E G B D F, which can easily be remembered by the phrase "Every Good Boy Does Fine." 

The first letter of the words corresponds to the note name. 
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The SPACES between the lines in ascending order are F A C E, which can easily be remembered since they spell the word "FACE". [image: image14.png][(ZaPEiEd
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So if you put them together you get: E F G A B C D E for the notes on the treble clef. The following shows all the notes on the treble clef from left to right E F G A B C D E F:          
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In the bass clef all the notes names are shifted down two notes. The notes on the lines in ascending order are G B D F A which can easily be remembered by the phrase "Good Boys Do Fine Always". 
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The notes in the open spaces are A C E G, which can be remembered by the phrase "All Cows Eat Grass". 
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Put them together and you have G A B C D E F G A. The diagram below may better illustrate these note names for the bass clef: 
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The following picture shows all the notes on the bass clef from left to right named G A B C D E F G A: 
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